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Rob Buchanan is a construction and engineering lawyer based in Sydney and Brisbane.
Rob is qualified as a Solicitor in Australia and in England.  He is also a Chartered Civil Engineer and worked for a major contractor before requalifying in law.

Rob specialises in the resolution of construction and engineering disputes arising out of major projects, with a particular focus on energy and major infrastructure.  His clients include Siemens, Bechtel, Balfour Beatty and Thiess.

One of Rob’s key areas of expertise is the provision of operational advice during the construction phase of projects aimed at dispute avoidance by which risk is mitigated before crystallisation into a dispute.

His specialisms include advisory support during the construction phase of large energy and infrastructure projects; all aspects of dispute resolution, including litigation, arbitration, adjudication, mediation, expert determination, conciliation and negotiation and procurement including contract drafting and tender vetting.  
Major engagements
· Major offshore mining project: advising in international arbitration under the UNCITRAL rules and New York Law.

· Coal-fired power station: advising the main contractor in disputes with sub‑contractors involving a blend of litigation and arbitration including erection and maintenance issues with the conveyor system from run of mine to power station.

· Gas turbine power station: advising in international arbitration under the ICC rules.

· Major tunnelling project: advising the main contractor in relation to disputes with sub-contractors and provision of live project advice.

· Zircon processing plant: advising in arbitration under an EPC contract where the mining method had changed with resulting detrimental affects on the process lines and other mine infrastructure. 

· Mine site stability: advising in negotiations over the cost of moving a process plant due to instability caused by the presence of a derelict mine shaft.

· Aluminium refinery: advising the main contractor in dispute with the employer over the fabrication of one of the process lines.  Involving off-shore modular construction, importation and erection.

· Aviation fuel tank project: Advising Defence in relation to the installation of a fuel farm on a major aviation base.

· Earth-filled dam: advising the main contractor in dispute with grouting sub‑contractor.

· Gas turbine power station: advising the main contractor in dispute with employer in relation to acoustic testing and stack remedial work.

· Urban rail: live project advice to main contractor aimed at mitigating its commercial risk upstream and downstream, dispute resolution including adjudication and arbitration.

· High speed rail: live project advice to a succession of main contractor JV including bridges, M&E, signalling and major tunnelling. Dispute resolution including adjudication, Arbitration and litigation.

· M&E: advising a contractor in arbitration claiming the cost of scope creep in design, installation and commissioning of fire and voice alarm systems (and M&E, generally).

· Bridges:  Advising a major contractor in arbitration defending a claim relating to concrete spalling on the tower and cracking on the deck of a large cable stay bridge.

Career history

2008-present Norton Rose Australia (previously Deacons Australia)
1997-2007 Pinsent Masons Solicitors, London
1989-1994 Alfred McAlpine Civil Engineering, civil engineer (bridges specialism)
1991-1992 Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners (secondment); design engineer
1988-2008 British Army Reserve, officer with operational service in Bosnia and Afghanistan
Memberships and associations
Law Society of New South Wales and Law Society of England & Wales - Solicitor

Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers (UK) – Chartered Civil Engineer

Chartered Institute of Arbitrators

Professional qualifications and admissions
1996 Post-graduate Diplomas in Law, College of Law, Guildford, UK

1989 Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) Civil Engineering, University of Bristol, UK
Publications

Various articles in UK and International Trade press including Building Magazine, Institution of Civil Engineering Surveyors’ Construction Law Review; Tunnels and Tunnelling International; Critical Path magazine.
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