ACICA Appoints New President

Media Release

Sydney, Australia, 13 June 2024

ACICA appoints new President, Vice-President, and adds to its Board

ACICA is pleased to announce the appointment of Judith Levine as its new President.

Judith succeeds Georgia Quick, head of the Australian international arbitration practice of
Ashurst, who completes a successful three-year tenure as ACICA President. Georgia will
remain on the ACICA Board for another year as Immediate Past President.

Of her appointment Judith comments: “It is an important moment to be taking on the ACICA
Presidency at this time of growth. ACICA case numbers continue to rise, the size and
complexity of cases ACICA is trusted to handle is more widely understood, and the Centre is
increasingly being recognised internationally. Working closely with the Board and the
Secretariat, | look forward to cementing ACICA’s place as a leading institution in the Asia-
Pacific region. | take the reins from Georgia who has contributed significantly to ACICA’s
reputation in Australia and globally. We have much to be proud of already, and look forward
to even more users around the world discovering what we have to offer.”

Judith is a leading independent arbitrator with over 20 years of international dispute
resolution experience. Since establishing her practice as arbitrator in Sydney in 2020, Judith
has sat as arbitrator in over 40 international disputes, including investor-state, commercial
contract, and sports arbitrations. Before moving home to Australia she worked for over a
decade at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague where, as Senior Legal Counsel,
she administered some of the world’s most complex disputes, and prior to that, for five years
in the arbitration practice of White & Case in New York. Earlier in her career, Judith served as
ajudicial fellow at the International Court of Justice, assistant adviser to the Australian
Attorney-General, and judge's associate at the High Court of Australia. She has also lectured
in contract law at UNSW and international dispute settlement at Sydney University.

Independent Arbitrator at Twenty Essex in Singapore, Sarah Grimmer, was pleased to hear of
Judith’s appointment: “Having worked with Judith for many years at the PCA, and now seeing
her career flourish as an international arbitrator, | know ACICA will be in very good hands with
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Judith as President. She is an impressive individual.”

Judith has been a long-serving member of ACICA, and since 2019 has been part of its
Executive, a body recently reconstituted as the ACICA Board, responsible for the leadership
of the organisation.

Under Georgia’s tenure as President, ACICA has, amongst other achievements, developed a
global network through the Friends of ACICA initiative; established state committees
representing interests across Australia, a diversity committee, and a sustainability taskforce;
introduced ACICA Connect, an online case management platform; and launched the Pacific
Island Practitioner Scholarship. ACICA has also received the highest number of cases filed in
any one year, and received the 2024 GAR Award for Arbitration Institution that Impressed.

As outgoing President, Georgia comments: “It has been a distinct privilege to serve as
President of ACICA over the past three years. Working closely with our experienced Board,
the excellent Secretariat, led by Secretary-General Deborah Tomkinson, and the broader
Australian arbitration community many of whom serve on our extensive committee network,
we have delivered high quality case management and developed meaningful initiatives,
which advance ACICA and Australia’s position as a trusted, independent and effective
dispute resolution option. We are incredibly lucky to have someone of Judith's international
standing with a deep understanding and commitment to ACICA after many years of service
on our Executive.”

Energy, resources and infrastructure expert moves into Vice-President role

Joshua Paffey, Partner at Corrs Chambers Westgarth, becomes Vice-President. Joshua will
join the continuing Vice-Presidents, Gitanjali Bajaj, Asia-Pacific Co-Head of International
Arbitration for DLA Piper and the Regional Lead for DLA Piper’s India Group in Australia, and
Jonathon Redwood SC, barrister at Twenty Essex and Banco Chambers. Joshua has a depth
of experience in energy, resources and infrastructure disputes throughout Australia and the
Asia-Pacific region, sectors which have formed a significant part of ACICA’s caseload over the
past decade.
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https://acica.org.au/acica-state-committees/
https://acica.org.au/acica-diversity-committee/
https://acica.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ACICA-announces-Sustainability-Taskforce-210923.pdf
https://acica.org.au/acica-connect/
https://acica.org.au/acica-pacific-islands-practitoner-scholarship/
https://acica.org.au/acica-pacific-islands-practitoner-scholarship/
https://acica.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Media-Release-ACICA-Releases-2023-Statistics.pdf
https://acica.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Media-Release-ACICA-wins-GAR-Award-March-2024-1.pdf

New Board member adds expertise in Asia-related disputes

ACICA is also pleased to welcome Cameron Hassall, Head of International Arbitration for
Greater China at Clifford Chance, to its Board. Cameron brings extensive experience to the
Board relevant to existing and potential users of ACICA’s services operating in Asia.

Deborah Tomkinson, ACICA Secretary-General, comments: “Judith brings with her extensive
international and domestic experience, and a special perspective on the work of a successful
arbitral institution. We look forward to working with Judith in her new capacity. We thank
Georgia for her dedication to ACICA, the astuteness she brought to the role, and the dynamic
approach she had to the development of the organisation. We are delighted to see Josh move
into the Vice-President position, and to welcome Cameron to the Board. | have no doubt the
newly elected Board will take ACICA into the next phase of its journey as a leading international
arbitration institution.”

ACICA Board

Judith Levine (President)

Gitanjali Bajaj (Vice-President)

Joshua Paffey (Vice-President)
Jonathon Redwood SC (Vice-President)
Martin Cairns (Treasurer)

lan Govey AM (Executive Director)
Cameron Hassall (Executive Director)
Brenda Horrigan (Executive Director)
Nick Longley (Executive Director)
Elizabeth Macknay (Executive Director)
Georgia Quick (Executive Director, Immediate Past President)
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ABOUT ACICA

Established in 1985, ACICA’s objective is to facilitate the efficient resolution of commercial
disputes in Australia and internationally by arbitration, with the aim of delivering expediency
and neutrality of process, enforceability of outcome and commercial privacy to parties in
dispute. ACICA maintains sets of arbitration and mediation rules under which administers
these processes. ACICA can also acts as an appointing authority. In 2011, ACICA was
designated by the Australian government as the sole default appointing authority competent
to perform the arbitrator appointment functions under the amended International
Arbitration Act 1974 (Cth).
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