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ACICA Celebrates 40th Anniversary on eve of hugely successful Australian Arbitration Week
and record-breaking International Arbitration Conference

The Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration (ACICA) celebrated its 40th
anniversary on the eve of a record-breaking edition of Australian Arbitration Week (AAW), which
took place in Sydney on 12 — 17 October 2025.

This 13th edition of AAW was the most successful to date, with a record number of delegates
and events, highlighting Australia’s growing role within the international arbitration community.

More than 50 law firms, chambers, expert consulting firms, universities, service providers, bar
associations, arbitrators, arbitral institutions and young practitioner groups from around the
world contributed to the success of the week by organising more than 65 events. Featuring
panel sessions, lectures, workshops and roundtables, as well as cocktail receptions and
informal social gatherings, AAW 2025 offered delegates valuable opportunities to share
knowledge and strengthen connections across the international arbitration community.

AAW Welcome Reception and ACICA’s 40th Anniversary Celebration, Sunday 12 October 2025

AAW 2025 officially commenced with a Welcome Reception at the Sydney offices of Corrs
Chambers Westgarth, bringing together more than 180 guests in a stunning setting overlooking
the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Sydney Opera House. Yvonne Weldon AM, Sydney City
Councillor, commenced the formalities with an inspiring Welcome to Country, followed by
welcoming remarks from ACICA Vice-President Joshua Paffey.

ACICA President Judith Levine then introduced Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret
Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales, who delivered thoughtful remarks about the
importance of institutions and the rule of law. Her Excellency then officially declared AAW
2025 “open”, to the delight of attendees.

ACICA Secretary-General Diana Bowman thanked Her Excellency and introduced the
Honourable Stephen Gageler AC, Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia. The Chief Justice
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delivered remarks about the positive relationship between ACICA and the judiciary, including
the combined effort to promote the harmonisation of approaches to arbitration-related court
proceedings.

The formalities concluded with a Life Fellow Membership Ceremony, during which the
Governor awarded Life Fellowships to three former ACICA Presidents — Dr Michael Pryles AM
PBM (2002-2008), Professor Doug Jones AO (2008-2015) and Ms Georgia Quick (2021-2024) -
for their outstanding contributions to ACICA.

The Honourable Andrew Bell, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New South Wales, was also
in attendance, along with the three immediate former Chief Justices of New South Wales, the
Honourable Murray Gleeson AC GBS KC, the Honourable James Spigelman AC KC and the
Honourable Tom Bathurst AC KC, along with several serving and former members of the
judiciary from around Australia.

Diana Bowman, ACICA Secretary-General, comments: “This year’s Welcome Reception was a
fitting celebration of ACICA’s contribution to the growth of arbitration in Australia and beyond
over the past 40 years. It was a wonderful occasion to honour the leaders who have shaped
our institution, to recognise the strength of our community and to look ahead to the next
chapter of growth and innovation.”

International Arbitration Conference, Monday 13 October 2025

The next day, the International Arbitration Conference 2025 (IA Conference), the flagship event
of AAW, took place at the Sofitel Wentworth, in the heart of Sydney’s legal district. The theme
of the IA Conference was ‘Revolutions and Solutions: Future-Proofing Arbitration’, inviting
reflection on the innovations and challenges shaping the future of arbitration. More than 300
delegates from 18 countries benefitted from insights shared by eminent speakers from around
the world, breaking all records for IA Conferences to date.

Chief Justice Bell gave a thought-provoking and insightful Keynote Address on Al in
International Arbitration. This was followed by seven panel sessions examining the evolving
role of arbitration in an era of global change. Discussions spanned key developments across
jurisdictions, the impact of economic and geopolitical disruption on dispute resolution and the
challenges and opportunities presented by new technologies and emerging industries. Themes
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of procedural innovation, diversity and adaptability featured prominently throughout the day,
underscoring international arbitration’s continued strength as an effective and efficient means
of resolving commercial disputes in a changing world.

One highlight of the day was a fireside chat between Professor Bernard Hanotiau (Partner,
Hanotiau Tossens Goldman, Brussels) and Premala Thiagarajan SC (Barrister, List A Barristers,
Melbourne) exploring multi-party and multi-contract issues on the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of Professor Hanotiau's book ‘Complex Arbitrations: Multi-party, Multi-contract &
Multi-issue'. The full list of eminent speakers can be found in the JA Conference programme.

Judith Levine, ACICA President and member of the IA Conference Programming Committee,
comments: “This year’s International Arbitration Conference was not only the largest in
Australian Arbitration Week history but also demonstrated, in the depth and quality of the
panels and the diversity of delegates, Australia’s growing global prominence as a hub for
international arbitration.”

Preparations are already underway for Australian Arbitration Week 2026 in Melbourne on 11 -
16 October 2026. ACICA looks forward to building on the success of this year’s AAW and IA
Conference, further strengthening its role as Australia’s premier arbitral institution and
reinforcing Australia’s position as a leading centre for international arbitration.

End.
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ABOUT ACICA

Established in 1985, ACICA’s objective is to facilitate the efficient resolution of commercial
disputes in Australia and internationally by arbitration, with the aim of delivering expediency
and neutrality of process, enforceability of outcome and commercial privacy to parties in
dispute. ACICA maintains sets of arbitration and mediation rules under which administers these
processes. ACICA can also acts as an appointing authority. In 2011, ACICA was designated by
the Australian government as the sole default appointing authority competent to perform the
arbitrator appointment functions under the amended International Arbitration Act 1974 (Cth).
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